
Sample thesis statements 
 
NEEDS IMPROVEMENT: 
 
African American poets in the early 20​th​ century wrote about 
their struggles and experiences in America post slavery.  
 
WELL DEVELOPED: 
 
During the Harlem Renaissance many writers highlighted the 
strength of the black community overcoming obstacles as 
exemplified in the poems “Life Every Voice and Sing” by James 
Weldon Johnson and “From Mother to Son” by Langston 
Hughes.  
 


